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ANIMAL-DERIVED MATERIALS 
INCLUDING ANIMAL SKINS 
This policy applies to all Nike products that contain 
Animal Skin materials. If an Animal Skin is not on 
the permitted list and is not specifically restricted, 
contact Sustainable.Product@nike.com to determine 
compliance with Nike’s Animal Skins policy. 

PERMITTED ANIMAL SKINS

The following Animal Skins are permitted for use in 
products:

-	 Sheep (leather + hair-on hides / shearling;  
includes lamb)

-	 Cow (leather + hair-on hides)

-	 Goat

-	 Porcine

SOURCE COUNTRIES

-	 Permitted Animal Skins may be sourced in 
all countries, except for China, India, and the 
Amazon, Cerrado, or Gran Chaco biomes as  
more specifically explained below.

-	 Products made with Animal Skins must be 
accompanied by the appropriate Convention on 
International Trade in Endangered Species of 
Wild Fauna and Flora (ClTES) or other required 
export certificate where applicable.

RESTRICTIONS

Animal Skins

-	 Animal Skins (specifically cow) must not be 
sourced in the Amazon biome.

-	 Animal Skins must not be considered exotic or 
protected. Examples include, but are not limited 
to, alligator, cheetah, crocodile, elephant, fish, 
horse, kangaroo, leopard, lion, lizard, marine 
mammals, ostrich, shark, snake, tiger, rays, 
rhinoceros, etc.

-	 Animal Skins must not be derived from any 
species of domesticated or feral dog or cat.

-	 Animal Skins must not be “fur,” except that cow 
“hair-on” hides or sheep shearling are permitted 
as provided above.

Wool

-	 Nike requires wool fiber certified by the 
Responsible Wool Standard (RWS).

Down

-	 Nike supports down sourced from suppliers that 
produce it as a by-product of the meat industry. 
Suppliers must not supply down harvested from  
live birds nor sourced as a by-product of the  
foie gras industry.

Angora Rabbit

-	 Nike requires that animal products are obtained 
in humane and responsible ways including 
Angora rabbit wool. This requirement precludes 
the use of live plucking.

RESTRICTED BIOMES FOR LEATHER SOURCING

-	 Raw hides / leather used in products will not 
be produced from cattle raised in the Amazon, 
Cerrado, or Gran Chaco biomes, as defined  
by IBGE.

-	 Brazilian hide / leather suppliers are required to 
certify, in writing, that they are supplying hides / 
leather for products from cattle raised outside of 
the Amazon, Cerrado, and Gran Chaco biomes.

-	 Suppliers of Brazilian hides / leather for products 
must have an ongoing, traceable and transparent 
system to provide credible assurances that hides / 
leather used for products are from cattle raised 
outside of the Amazon biome.

If suppliers are unable to provide credible 
assurances that hides / leather used for products 
are from cattle raised outside the Amazon biome, 
Nike will consider increasing the exclusion area  
to include all of the Amazon Legal (as defined  
by IBGE).
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DEFINITIONS

-	 Raised. Refers to cattles’ entire life.

-	 IBGE. Brazil’s National Institute of Geography  
and Statistics.

-	 Amazon Biome. Amazon rainforest and its 
related ecosystem. The boundary of the Amazon 
Biome within Brazil is defined by the Brazilian 
Institute of Geography and Statistics (IBGE). 

-	 Amazon Legal. The entirety of the nine 
Brazilian states that contain portions of the 
Amazon Biome (Acre, Amazonas, Roraima, 
Amapá, Pará, Rondônia, Mato Grosso, Tocantins 
and Maranhão).

 

RELATED GUIDANCE 
ANIMAL WELFARE
Suppliers must source Animal Skins from processors 
that use sound animal husbandry and humane 
animal treatment / slaughtering practices whether 
farmed, domesticated or wild (managed).

LEATHER WORKING GROUP (LWG)
Leather suppliers must screen tanning processes 
against the LWG Protocol to enable adherence to 
best environmental practices. For more information, 
visit www.leatherworkinggroup.com.

NIKE RESTRICTED SUBTANCES LIST (RSL)
Suppliers of Animal Skins must comply with the 
Nike RSL.

TRACEABILITY

Suppliers must have the ability to trace raw hides, 
skins, and other materials back to country of origin.

INTEGRITY

Animal Skins’ identification of species must be 
accurate (i.e. scientific, Latin and common names) 
as appropriate for legal import/export of materials 
and product.

LEGISLATION

Suppliers must meet all applicable global legislative 
standards that apply to Animal Skins.

TRADE REGULATIONS

Suppliers must comply with country-specific import/
export trade regulations that apply to Animal Skins.
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